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O (11—41) : Water Resources in China (New)

Feng Qi (JST Fellow, Meteorological Research Institute)

Abstract: The total volume of the water resources in China is approximately 2.8 X 10"
m, ranking it 6th in the world. However, the per capita share of the water is only 2400
m, i.e, 25% of the world mean value, ranking China 109th in the world. Thus, China
is among the 13 water-deficient countries in the world. Water shortage restricts China's
agricultural, industrial and city development. Over 300 of China's 600 cities are already
experiencing a water shortage and 108 cities have a serious lack of water. In the 1990's,
the drought-prone land areas covered almost 267000kdf, and China's grain output had
stagnated at the same level for the 4th consecutive year, and had decreased by 3500
million kg compared to previous years. Although the potential irrigated area that could
be developed total 640000kf, the area irrigated is only 500000kd, and that properly
irrigated is only 400000kif. In the late 1980's and 1990's, many electric-power plants and
factories in the large and medium size cities in northern China had to suspend production
due to water shortage, and some cities in southern China were also affected. Excessive
pumping of water leads to a drop in the ground water level and to the destruction of



the water bearing aquifers. The lowering of the water table in coastal cities is causing
seawater encroachment, resulting in salinized ground water, and conflicting water supply
and demand.
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